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FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 

For longer than I care to think      
possible, come this time of year I 
would have to sit down and write an 
article for the Easter Lantern. It was 
never an easy task. 
 

Today, the task is just as hard for the 
piece I must write is to say both 
óThank youô and óGoodbyeô. 
 

Thirtieth Year of Ministry 
 

Thirty years can seem a long time. 
The records of the church contain the 
names and dates of all the Priests, 
Provosts and Ministers—my        
predecessors in office—who served 
this church and its people since the 
13th century and before. Reading the 
long list of names fairly helps to put 
things in perspective. For those with 
an interest in these things, it seems 
that I have been the twenty-first  
cleric to serve as minister to our  
congregation since the Reformation 
in 1560. 
 

To speak of such things is simply an 
indication of the character of our 
church itself. Long in history, wise in 
tradition, beautiful in its liturgy,  
often inspiring in its music,         
challenging in its preaching, faithful 
in service. 
 

No church is perfect. Certainly not 
Bothwell. Neither can, nor should, it 
be. For the church is its people. Real 
people. People with fickle traits and 
personalities. People who live very 
ordinary lives and experience both 
lifeôs harsh injustices and lifeôs   
gentle kindnesses. Good people.  
People who have sensitivity and, 
more often than not, show enormous 
generosity. Faithful people who take 
worship seriously, yet joyously.   
 
 
 
 
 

The composition of the Bothwell 
congregation was quite different 
when first I came. The passing years 
has robbed us of many good,  faithful, 
talented, decent individuals. Yet, the 
passing years have also been kind. 
For our pews are still filled with   
individuals who are good, faithful, 
talented and decent. Indeed, it ought 
to be an enormous encouragement for 
Kirk Session to know that, in spite of 
all the deaths that have sadly taken 
place, we have more members now 
than we had five years ago. 

 

New Beginnings 
 

After a ministry spanning forty-two 
years, it is now time for Doreen to 
fully retire and for me to join her. 
Friends have been kind: encouraging 
us by saying a whole new life      
beckons. And there is truth in that. 
Christianity teaches that life is a   
journey and, on that journey, there 
are constantly fresh beginnings and 
new adventures to enjoy. We both 
look forward to that with great     
excitement. 
 

So: here goes! 
 

Thank you all for your friendship; for 
being patient and forgiving at times; 
for taking risks and sharing my vision 
for the church; for working so hard 
and long when we have set out on 
one project after another; for praying 
for me and allowing me the privilege 
to pray for you, and yours. 
 

Over pageé. 

 
 

 

People who hold their holy sanctuary in 
their heart and enthusiastically share its 
sacred beauty with those with eyes to 
behold. 
 

How fortunate I have been to be       
minister of such a place and such a   
people. There has hardly been a time 
when I have not thanked God for the 
privilege. Even when times were tough 
and days hard. 
 
But, now, the time is right for me to 
make way for my successor. Bothwell is 
a hugely challenging and demanding 
church and congregation to serve.     
Ministry here requires vision, fortitude, 
a confident spirituality, a gracious        
theology. My core strength and guide 
has been my wife, Doreen. Throughout, 
Doreen has offered unfailing wisdom 
and encouragement; and has not been 
afraid to tell me where I erred from time 
to time. In her own retirement, work at 
the church has simply continued for 
Doreen in recent years: singing alto in 
the choir and strengthening the Guild in 
its activities and service. Growing up as 
Manse children is never easy. Both Niall 
and Valerie continue to be a source of 
pride and fulfilment for Doreen and me; 
and what an unforgettable joy to see 
Naill and his wife, Heather, bring our 
granddaughter, Matilda, to Bothwell for 
baptism.  
 

So many people in the congregation and 
community have won a place in my 
heart and have been cause for my     
gratitude over the years. Simply too 
many to try to name, sadly. People have 
been so      generous in volunteering or 
agreeing to do this, that or whatever in 
and around the church. I am so very 
grateful to them all. 
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Statement of Purpose               

           
Bothwell Parish is a congregation of the Church of Scotland and is part of the worldwide family of people belonging to the   
Christian Faith, worshipping God through Jesus Christ.  In to the love of God for all, we seek to serve our  community 
through worship, friendship, care and education; and to promote  Christian  values of concern for others, forgiveness, healing 
and  justice.   

I wish my successor, whoever they 
may be, great joy and satisfaction and 
their ministry among you at Bothwell 
every blessing and success. 
 

My thanks to the Interim Moderator, 
the Revd Arthur Barrie, who will chair 
the Kirk Session and mentor the      
Vacancy Committee; and to the small 
team of colleagues who will conduct 
Sunday worship and give pastoral   
support to congregation and the local       
community. 
 

Pray God, the vacancy may be short 
and all our prayers answered, that great 
days for the Church at Bothwell are yet 
to be. 
 

Jim Gibson. 
Minister Emeritus. 

From the Minister   

CHURCH  REGISTER 
 

According to the EUôs General Data Protection Regulation which 
took effect in May 2018, we are updating our congregational priva-
cy policy. Consequently, we will no longer publish addresses/
telephone numbers (other than of the church/Centre/Manse). We 
respect the right of privacy of all members and others; and will do 
all we can to ensure the security of all personal data 
 
Baptisms: 
2019 
January   27th. Clara Keir, daughter of Derek Keir and Leila Nunes. 
                      Bothwell. 
February 24th. Florence Rose Page, daughter of Jonathan and       
   Gillian Page, Hamilton. 
March     10th. Olivia Mary White, daughter of William and Lorna  
                         White. Bellshill. 
    Roman Mancini, son of Kevin and Kristina Mancini, 
   Ferniegair, Hamilton. 
 
Funerals: The Minister invites the prayers of the congregation 
   for the family and friends of the following who       
   recently received Christian funeral: 

 

March  Robert (Bob) McLean, Bothwell. 
 

 
New Members:We extend a very warm welcome to the following  
   who join membership of our congregation: 
 

    Mrs June Reilly 
    Ms Caitlin Reilly. 
 

   

THANK YOU. 
 

During my recent illness, I received 
many cards, flowers and visitors. I 
would like to convey my thanks to 
those who contributed to any of those. 
Special thanks go to Revd Gibson for 
his many visits and support. 
 

Eleanor Dempsey 

 Journey 
through 
the drama 
of 

HolyWeek 

with 
Revd David Doyle. 

 

Service each evening 
MondayðThursday 
15thð18th April 

 
7.00pm 

       

OPEN CHURCH 
2019 

 

Thanks to continuing volunteers and 
also a goodly number of new       
helpers, our Open Church project 
will cover JULY and AUGUST this 
year. 
 
If you would be interested in help-
ing, please contact Sandra in the 
church Office and add your name to 
our list. 
 
A minimum of 2 volunteers are on 
duty during each shift, morning and 
afternoon. Opening times are 10.30 
till 12.30 and 2.00 till 4.00pm. 
 
Visitors come from far and near. 
Itôs a great way to meet people and 
be an ambassador for the Church at    
Bothwell. 

ALLOVUS continues from strength to 
strength, meeting twice monthly on the 
first and third Thursdays. 
 
We are into our tenth year and very 
much look forward to celebrating our 
birthday in May. 
 
ALLOVUS is open to all senior      citi-
zens living in Bothwell, regardless of 
religious affiliation. 
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PEOPLE YOU 
SHOULD KNOW  

 
 

Minister          Revd J M Gibson              
    4 Manse Avenue 
    853189 
 

 

Session Clerk  David Craig 
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 
 

 

Treasurer   Jim Provan 
                         c/o Church Office 
    854903 
     

Gift  Aid   Bill Convery            
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 

 
Roll Keeper   Church Secretary 
    Church Office 
    854903 
 
  

Property          David Hepburn          
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 
                          
 

Organist & Director of Music 
    Peter Shepherd 
          (Please consult at church) 
 
 

Presbytery     Margaret Hutchison 
   c/o Church Office                   
   854903 
 

 

Cr¯che  Nan Carson               
 

Sunday Clubs  (Pre-school  and  
Primary)        Audrey Gibson  

 

ACTs (Teens)  
   Rhona Armes-Martin 
   Church Office 
              854903 
 
Ch. Flowers   Jean Hamilton 
   c/o Church Office 
   854903 
 
  

BB Coy.  Robin McLean                   
             c/o Church Office 
   854903 
 
 

Allovus  Heather Duddy                 
   c/o Church Office 
                        854903 
 
The Guild      c/o Church Office 
  854903 
 
                        

Church Centre Management 
  Margaret Dobie 
  c/o Church Office 
  854903 
 
Church Centre 
  854987.  
  
 

 

Activities within our church Guild 
 

 
We have had another busy session  so far at Bothwell Guild.  
 
Following the Christmas break, we opened 2019 with the ever popular 
Scotsõ Night. Members enjoyed a supper of usual Burns fare and were 
delighted to welcome speakers Barbara Sefton and Andrew Murray. 
Jean Murray (no relation!) ably delivered the Toast to the haggis and 
Lorna Horton provided musical input with her accordion. 
 
Founder of Rebecca May Candles, Rebecca Scott (from our own        
congregation) was joined by Joanne of Chocolat Blanc, telling something 
of how they came to set up and developed their successful businesses. 
Members took the opportunity to purchase some of the luxe products 
from a   selection brought by these enterprising young women. 
 
As we strive to reach out to and make links with the wider community in 
our congregation - and beyond - we held two Open Meetings which        
attracted capacity audiences. Entry 0f Ã3 per person allowed donations 
to be made. Professor Brian Caddy (Forensic Science, Friend of the  
Legal Process) selected Beatson Cancer care and Methodist Church 
Charity for work in underdeveloped countries to receive each Ã100 
while Nigel Willis was pleased to accept Ã200 for the work of the 
Friends of Glasgow     Necropolis. 
 
Our session continues with  
Spring Fever ð an evening with Jim Carson and Friends ð one of our     

      major fundraisers for our chosen charities 
Joanna Baillie ð  Ian McKellar 
AGM & Social ð  Bothwell Castle Golf Club 

 
 

HAMILTON & DISTRICT FOOBANK 
 

thank members of the congregation of Bothwell Parish 
Church for continuing to be a major contributor to the  
foodbank each month.  All donations made are very much     
appreciated. 

Bothwell Dementia Caf®  
and Memory Club 

 

Over 90,000 people experience the 
effects of Dementia in Scotland 
today.  Official statistics expect 
this figure to more than double 
over the next 25 years. 
 

At Bothwell Church, we offer a 
safe place where people can gather 
to share memories and regain a 
connection with loved ones and 
carers. People can relax in              
conversation and/or enjoy a variety 
of activities designed to stimulate 
memory. 
 

Our Café club offers a place of 
welcome and understanding,     
confidentiality and much needed 
support. 

1.00—2.30pm. 
2nd & 4th Thursdays. Monthly. 

                             Society of Friends 
                                        

                                        of 
                               

                           Bothwell Church 
 

Appropriately, on the Sunday marking 
the feast day of St Bride of Kildare 
(patron saint of Bothwell Church) 
members of the Society gathered for 
their very first AGM. An almost full 
attendance was recorded. 
 

Business included elections to the 
Council and future activities agreed. 
Included are: 
 

       a visit to Glasgow Necropolis 
                      and to the 
Royal College of Physicians of       
Glasgow. 
 

Membership is open to all.  
Contact church Office for details. 

   
 

https://hamiltondistrict.foodbank.org.uk/
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Church Flowers  
 

         Crossing         War Memorial 
  
APRIL 
  7      Mrs Lynda Horn           Mrs Isobel Parsons 
14 McLean Family            Mrs Mary McWhinney 
21 (Easter) Mrs Jan Lee   Mrs Mary Brown 
28 Mrs Eileen Parsons      Mrs Christine White 
 
MAY 
  5      Mr John Hart                 Mrs Ann Walker 
12 (Communion) 
          Mrs Nancy Robertson   Mrs J McPherson 
19 Mrs Heather Duddy      Mrs Myra McMurdo 
26 Mrs Sheena Cook         Mrs M Greenshields 
 
JUNE 
  2      Mrs Mary Longaire        Mrs Fiona Lorimer 
  9      Mrs Ann Watt                Mrs Maureen Wilson 
 16     Mrs Marette McIntyre    Mr & Mrs D Cameron 
 23     Mrs Maureen Watt        Mrs Arlene Thomson 
 30     Mrs Hazel McWhinnie   Mrs Joan Henry 
 
JULY 
  7      Mrs Margaret Dobie     Mrs E French 
14 Miss Marilyn Jack        Miss M Hutchison 
21 Mrs Lynda Horn           Mrs M McArthur 
28      Mrs M Chalmers          Mrs Una Morris 

Sunday Church Welcome Rota    

 

Officebearers should report for duty no later than 9.45am  

  Only two Officebearers will be required to assist with counting the collection after the service.  
 

 

 

Sunday Crèche 
 
APRIL 
  7     Pat Maxwell           Gillian Ormiston 
14     Suzanne Smith       Louise Parsons 
21     Elaine Easton          Aileen Hepburn   
28     Eleanor Terrace      Elizabeth French 
 

 
       MAY 
         5     Nan Carson           Jen Robertson 
       12     Eleanor Barr          Morven McPherson 
       19     Janette Provan       Emily Barr 
       26     Pat Maxwell          Gilliam Ormiston 
 
 
       JUNE 
         2     Suzanne Smith      Louise Parsons 
         9     Elaine Easton        Aileen Hepburn 
       16     Eleanor Terrace    Elizabeth French 
       23     Nan Carson           Jen Robertson 
       30     Eleanor Barr          Morven McPherson  
 
 
       JULY 
                Baptismal days only during holiday period.   
 
 

 

  APRIL 
    7       H Gilmour   J Gilmour     D Hepburn   S G/shields       14    J Hart             I Henderson  J Henry          M Jack 
   21      D Lee          H Marsh        J Marsh        B Moyes           28   G Ormiston    Jim Provan    Janô Provan   R Parsons 
 
  MAY 
    5      E S/ville        A Scott          B Sharp       E Terrace          12    Communion Arrangements  
   19     B Thomson   G Whitton     A Wilson     E Barr               26    E Buttery      J Carson        N Carson       D Craig 
    
   JUNE 
    2 J Crichton J Dalziel        M Dobie      H Duddy 9     E French       B Gillespie    V Gibson     K Hamilton 
    16 H Gilmour J Gilmour      D Hepburn  S Greenshields 23   J Hart        I Henderson  J Henry       M Jack 
    30   D Lee  H Marsh J Marsh       B Moyes 
  
   JULY 
    7     G Ormiston    J Provan        J Provan      R Parsons 14   E Somerville  A Scott      B Sharp       E Terrace 
    21   B Thomson    G Whitton     A Wilson     E Barr                28   E Buttery       J Carson      N Carson     H Duddy  
     

Coffee Rota 
 

 APRIL                                                          MAY                                                             JUNE 
 7      Mrs N Carson                                        5     Mrs S Smith                                           2 Mrs J Craig 
14     Mrs S Crichton                                     12     Mrs M Wilson       9 Mrs S Crichton 
21     The Parsons & The Ormistons             19     Mrs E Terrace      16     Parson & Ormiston families 
28      Mrs E Buttery                                      26     Mrs A Laird & The Converys   23 Mrs E Buttery 
                      30 Mrs M Wilson. 
JULY 
  7      Mrs E Terrace 
14      Mrs A Laird & The Converys 
21      Mrs J Craig 
28      Mrs S Crichton 
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Have Your Details  
Changed ?  

 

If you have moved house recently   
let the church Office know  

by   
telephoning 854903   

or  
sending an email to   

Bothwellparishchurch@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

fortune came to the aid of our project. 
Practically the entire route from       
Hoddom to Glasgow can make use of 
existing, maintained pathways. 
 

From Hoddom the Annandale Way can 
be followed to Moffat where a section of 
the Southern Upland Way leads over to 
Traquair. From there the Cross Scotland 
Drove Road heads across to Peebles 
where the traveller will encounter the 
John Buchan Way leading to Biggar. A 
series of byways can then be   followed 
past Tinto Hill to the Clyde Weir and the 
start of the Clyde Walkway which leads 
all the way, through Bothwell, to     
Glasgow Green and finally to Glasgow 
Cathedral.  This represents a journey of 
some 150 miles which can be            
undertaken in a dozen easy stages with 
food and accommodation awaiting the 
weary pilgrim at the end of each day.  
 

The Kentigern Way offers a fine long-
distance walking route, traversing a 
wide variety of landscapes.  It           
encompasses superb scenery and leads 
the traveller past many places of interest 
spanning six millennia of Scottish    
history. It can be tackled as a single  
expedition or in a series of separate  
outings.  
 

So where are we now with the project? 
The entire route has been surveyed and 
accommodation options identified.   
Discussions have been held with            
representatives of the five Local       
Authorities who are responsible for the 
upkeep of their sections of the paths. A 
logo and Kentigern Way way-marker 
disks have been commissioned. The 
construction of a website is underway 
and a Kentigern Way Steering Group 
has been established, affiliated to the 
Scottish Pilgrim Routes Forum (SPRF). 
Our own Minister, Rev J Gibson and 
Jack Gallacher Chairman of the      
Bothwell Historical Society are         
represented on the Steering Group.   
Given a fair wind the Kentigern Way 
should be launched by next summer, 
possibly with an inaugural walk – so get 
your boots ready!   
 

ñAn interesting project Billò, remarked 
our Minister, ñwhich would provide a 
good article for the Church Magazine.ò      
By such casual (?) remarks are the    
unwary snared! 

established Druidic orthodoxy and it 
can be surmised that the journeyings 
of a Christian missionary would not 
be without incident. 
 

Kentigern was a powerful figure, 
himself of royal descent; directing 
an expanding expanding Christian 
See from his Glasgow base and          
consorting with rulers at the highest 
level. For reasons that are not                
documented, at some point he was 
obliged to leave Glasgow, perhaps 
because of threats to his life or a 
serious disagreement with local 
authorities.He fled south and sought 
refuge at the court of Owain mab 
Urien a Christian king based in 
Rhegged/Cumbria. Kentigern      
continued his evangelical activities 
there and was gifted a piece of land 
at Hoddom situated on the banks of 
the Annan just north of the present 
town. There he established a         
monastery which, it is said, grew to 
rival Lindisfarne in importance.  He 
spent many years operating from 
Hoddom and further south until he 
was recalled to Glasgow where he 
continued his missionary activities 
until his death. 
 

It is surmised that he would have 
made n of that name. periodic    
journeys between these two        
important religious centres in   
Glasgow and at Hoddom. The exact 
route of these journeys is, of course, 
not recorded but we can indulge in 
some informed speculation. He 
would almost certainly have       
followed riverside pathways south 
eastwards along the Clyde Valley. 
Beyond Lanark the route becomes 
less   distinct. However it is        
recorded that Kentigern frequented 
Stobo Kirk for occasional retreats 
and it is likely that he would have 
stopped there en route. Continuing 
his journey southwards over the 
head of Tweeddale on ancient but 
well-trodden pathways he would      
eventually have reached the head of 
Annandale near where the town of 
Moffat is now situated, whence he 
could continue down Annandale 
along the road system left by  
Agricolaôs legions and so directly to 
Hoddom.  This, then, is the route 
adopted as the basis of  Kentigern 
Way. 
 

The creation of a walking trail   
requires many things: the choice 
and mapping of the route, the     
construction and maintenance of 
footpaths, negotiations with local 
landowners for access, installation 
of gates, styles and signage, to name 
a few.  It is a substantial and      
expensive undertaking. This is 
where some superlative good  
 
 

 

THE KENTIGERN WAY 

By BILL JACK 

Our conversation had been about the 
resurgence of pilgrimage as a form of 
Christian devotion and  the recent       
participation of Members of Bothwell 
churches in walking part of the great 
Camino de Santiago de Compostela.  
óòDo you know Billô, said our       
Minister, ña pilgrim route of our own 
could be created which would traverse 
the Clyde Valley, pass through    
Bothwell and lead to St Mungoôs  
Cathedral in Glasgow.  Bothwell   
Parish Church and its ancient links 
with the cathedral would be an      
obvious stopping point on such a 
route.ôô  From such casual remarks are 
major  projects born! 
 
The idea of a pilgrim route caught my 
interest and a period of research was  
initiated. Books on medieval history 
were purchased, hagiographies of 
saints     acquired, walking guides  
perused.  The dining room was       
requisitioned as a map-room.  For 
months Ordinance Survey maps    
littered every available surface. But 
bit by bit, from the mists of medieval 
Scotland and the few discernible        
historical facts a surprisingly clear 
picture of a pilgrim route started to 
emerge - The Kentigern Way. 
 
Kentigern, otherwise known as St     
Mungo, is the patron saint of        

Glasgow.  Much of his life story is 
based upon a collection of myths and 

miracles,       commemorated in the 
Glasgow coat of arms - the bird, the 

bell, the tree and the ring. He was 
however, a real person who lived in 
the second half of the 6th century 

about 150 years after the departure of 
the Romans from Scotland. He was  

contemporary with St Columba 
whom, it is claimed, he met. At that 

that time Strathclyde was part of a 
North British kingdom which        

encompassed southern Scotland and 
stretched as far south as Cumbria. It 
was ruled by powerful princedoms 

who owed allegiance to tribal kings 
and it was surrounded on all sides by 

hostile nations. Constant warfare on 
the borders and among rival princes 

would have been the norm. Add to 
this, the mighty clash between an  
insurgent Christian evangelism and  

 

 



  

 

                      

         PLEASE,         

 CAN YOU            
    HELP?   
A volunteer is being sought to edit        
future editions of the LANTERN.  

Could this be something you 
might be able to do for us ?    
Computer skills are required, 
along with a basic knowledge of 
Publisher. However, such skill and 
expertise can be developed 
through doing the job. 

The LANTERN is produced five 
times throughout the year and is 
printed off within the church   
Office. 

Even if it were for a trial period, 
we will be very grateful for the 
help of a volunteer to do this   
important job. Please contact the 
church Secretary to express an 
interest. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

An Easter Weekend of Music 
At 

Bothwell Parish Church 
 

Developing and strengthening the musical tradition of our church, 
Peter Shepherd is producing and directing a wonderful feast of  
music for us all to enjoy.  The initiative deserves our full support 
and the diverse programme the widest publicity.  Tickets will be on 
sale soon at the church Office during the week and on a Sunday. 
 

Friday, 26th April.       7.30pm Baroque Concert with 
                                    Choir and Orchestra. 
 
Saturday, 27th April.   1.00pm Chamber RecitalñString 
    Quartet. 
    
    4.00pm  Service of Evensong. 
 
Sunday, 28th April.       10.30am Choral Morning Worship. 
 
     7.30pm  Closing Concert with 
     Orchestra. 
 
  NOT TO BE MISSED ! 

 

From THE INTERIM MODERATOR 
(The Revd. Arthur Barrie) 

 

On behalf of the Kirk Session, Mr Gibson invited me to fulfil the              
responsibilities of Interim Moderator during the ministerial vacancy at    
Bothwell. Subject to approval from Presbytery, I am delighted to accept. I 
have long enjoyed the privilege of supply-preaching here and, as a result, 
Bothwell Church has become very special to me. 
 
Since it is some thirty years since the last vacancy at Bothwell, it is           
understandable for if people should be unfamiliar with the official process 
(many ministers are too!). I therefore thought it might be helpful to publish 
the draft timetable agreed by myself with Mr Gibson and David Craig, your 
Session Clerk. 
 
March 31st.  The Revd James M Gibson demits office as minister. 
 
April 7th.      The Revd Arthur Barrie preaches as Interim Moderator. 
 
April 14th and 21st. Edict shall be read to the congregation before Worship 
regarding   the compilation of the Electoral Register. 
 
April 21st. Kirk Session will attest the Electoral Register. 
 
May   tbc       Visit of Presbytery representative(s) to Bothwell Kirk Session. 
 
May 26th and June 2nd. Edict shall be read regarding Election of Nominating         
   Committee. 
 
June 9th. Election of Nominating Committee by congregation. (13 persons)
  Followed by first meeting of the Nominating Committee. 
 
Thereafter, it will be the responsibility of the Nominating Committee to  
compile a Parish profile, advertise the vacancy and, eventually, present a Sole 
Nominee for  election as minister by the congregation. 
 
During the period of vacancy, all matters relating to the ongoing Ministry of 
the   congregation should be dealt with through the church Secretary. 

 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
COMMUNION 

 

10.30am 
 

SUNDAY 21 APRIL 
 

Letôs Celebrate! 

Saturday, June 15th 
 

The 
NATIONAL YOUTH 

CHOIR 
OF SCOTLAND 

presents 
ô60 minutes of songõ 

 

4.00pm 


