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FROM  THE  MINISTER 
Close to the end of February news 
was broadcast informing of the death 
of Dr Billy Graham, the American 
Evangelist, at the grand age of 99yrs. 
 

In his day, he was undoubtedly, an 
international celebrity. Someone who 
lived an extraordinary life, friend and 
confidant of various American   
Presidents and Heads of States  
(including, it is claimed, of our own 
Queen Elizabeth). Over the years, he 
met the great and good of the world 
and, through his much publicized 

evangelical crusades, influenced the 
lives of those not so good nor so 
great. 
 

No nation in the world outside the 
United States received more  visits 
from Billy Graham than the United 
Kingdom. In the 35 year  period 
(1954-89) he led 18 crusades here, 
calling the UK his ósecond homeô. 
 

Most Scots, of a certain age, may 
remember the great crusade of 1955 
held in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. It 
was heralded as a defining moment 
for the growth of the Church in  
Scotland So many people were    
involved in it and affected by it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

point of decision.  
 

Yet, Graham changed lives!     
Because of that undeniable truth, it 
is very difficult to pour scorn on, 
or dismiss, his accomplishments 
(even if one wished to do such a 
thing). 
 

However, his was a theology that 
would not sit easily with us today. 
Graham passionately believed 
Jesus would return to sort out the 
worldôs ills and, so, he was not too 
interested in how the worldôs ills 
could best be sorted out by means 
of human endeavor. This led him 
to have a conflicting relationship 
with the American Civil Rights 
movement and was completely on 
the opposing side when it came to  
adopting a more conciliatory and 
accepting attitude to matters    
pertaining to human sexuality. 
 

All of this just shows that our lives 
can sometimes be as complex as 
the legacies we leave behind. 
 

Grahamôs biographer, David    
Poling writes that ówhen the last 
conclusions about Graham are 
sifted it may be that his greatest 
gift for the last half of the 20th Cy 
was not that he packed them in, or 
that he was successful on TV  and 
publishing. Rather it may be that 
he loved  people greatly and by 
loving them led them to the gates 
of the kingdom of God. Perhaps 
his greatest legacy is é. 
 
 
 
 
 

Without doubt, Graham was blessed 
by a charisma which spell-bound 
many; attracting and persuading a 
staggering 389,000 women and men 
to come forward and make their   
profession of faith. 
 

Many may remember Billy Graham 
simply as the man in the suit with a 
large black Bible.  But there is no 
doubting the dramatic effect his   
personality and  preaching had on so 
many lives. 
 

Reviewing some tapes made at the 
time, its notable just how simple  
Grahamôs preaching was. He seemed 
to deliberately refrain from flowery 
oratory, complicated metaphors and 
the telling of too many jokes. In fact, 
his preaching changed little in style 
or content from one crusade to the 
other. Which is probably why I    
harbour mixed feelings about Billy 
Graham. 
 

NOT NECESSARILY 
ALL HE SEEMED TO BE 

 
I never took part in any of Grahamôs 
crusades to the UK.  Over the years, I 
have met many who did and, even 
now, almost to a person, they speak 
of their experience with a fondness of 
the memory bordering on pride that 
they ówere thereô! However, listening 
to his voice and reading his scripts, it 
is evident that his message changed 
little and, at times, had little content 
or substance. Indeed, Maurice    
Rowlandson, former director of the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic           
Association (BGEA) has written that 
Graham was ñnot a preacher, but a 
callerò. In other words, he had a very 
special gift in bringing people to the 
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that he loved the British people and 
teaches us to do the same, that we may 
lead them to the same place.ô 
 

Which sounds all well and good. Until, 
that is, one realizes the kind of 
ókingdomô those now in charge of Billy 
Grahamôs legacy would lead us into. 
 

For some time, the Graham banner has 
been carried by Billyôs son, the Rev 
Franklin Graham. He it was who was 
chosen by George Bush to deliver  
prayers at his presidential inauguration, 
calling Islam ña very wicked and evil 
religionò. 
 

The author and broadcaster, the Revd 
Giles Fraser, points to the story of the 
Good Samaritan as a ready put-down to 
the kind of theology pushed by     
Christian fundamentalists such as   
Graham Jnr.  
 

Jesus is asked: ñWho is my           
neighbour?ò The moral of the story he 
tells in response is that it is the man 
who is beaten up and left for dead that 
Jesus points to as our neighbour. The 
conclusion being: we must help our 
neighbours. 
 

But thatôs not the story at all. 
 

A man is mugged and left, lying in the 
road, badly injured. Whereas the     
religious pass by and do nothing, it is 
the Samaritan who offers care. Those 
listening to the story would have     
despised Samaritans. The words ógoodô 
and óSamaritanô just didnôt go together. 
Therefore, in casting the Samaritan as 
the only passer-by with comnpassion, 
Jesus is making an all-out assault on 
the prejudices of his listeners. Crucially 
the hated Samaritan is held up by Jesus 
as the moral exemplar. Conclusion: we 
must overcome religious bigotry. 
 

In the hands of Franklin Graham the 
story of the Good Samaritan would 
appear to be interpreted as propaganda 
for the superiority of Christian       
compassion against the indifference of 
other religionsï almost the opposite of 
the purpose of the story, as told by  
Jesus. 
 
What, to me, is astonishing is that  
Christian fundamentalists in both the 
USA and UK have successfully      
persuaded millions that their warped 
version of Christianity is the óreal 
thingô ð and that mainstream   
Churches have bowed to the secular 
spirit of our    society by allowing this 
to happen. 
 

I believe the truth is quite the reverse 
and agree with Giles Fraser when he  
 
 
 

writes: ñAmerican fundamentalists 
tend to use a biblical literalism 
which is selective in its                
interpretation to support a theology 
that systematically confuses the 
kingdom of God with the U.S.ôs   
dominating power in the worldò. 
 
Kelvin Holdsworth, Provost of St 
Maryôs Episcopal Cathedral in  
Glasgow writes this about the death 
of Billy Graham: óFollowing news of 
his death I find myself thinking of 
those who were given purpose,   
energy and life in all its fullness by 
this extraordinary preacher, and I 
thank God for that. However, I also 
find myself thinking that the     
America in which Donald Trump 
can triumph is part of Grahamôs 
legacy too.   
 

White evangelicalism in the USA 
was undoubtedly bolstered by Billy 
Grahamôs life and work. The lack of 
condemnation by      Graham of the 
antics used against black people is a 
stark reminder that his faith made 
him able to proclaim his gospel 
clearly, but see the all too real    
affairs of the world dimly. 
 

Whatever view we may hold, Billy    
Grahamôs was an extraordinary life. 
It was a life that brought benefit to 
countless numbers of people 
throughout the world and it was a 
life that give credence to ideas 
which can bring harm to manyò. 
 

Such is, indeed, human complexity. 
 

Like us all, may he be remembered 
for the good that he did. 
 

Jim Gibson. 

From the Minister ...  
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�$�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q��
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �L�Q��
�E�R�W�K�� �F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G����������������
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����W�K�H���. �L�U�N�� �6�H�V�V�L�R�Q��
�J�U�D�Q�W�H�G�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���W�R���R�X�U�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �I�R�U��
�S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O���F�D�U�H�� 
 
�6�R�P�H�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�J�R���� �R�X�U�� �O�X�Q�F�K�H�R�Q��
�F�O�X�E�����$�O�O�R�Y�X�V�����Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�R��
�E�U�L�Q�J�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V�� �R�I��
�F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�L�V�� �K�D�V��
�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �D�� �K�X�J�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V���� �7�R�G�D�\����
�W�K�H�� �F�O�X�E�� �K�D�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �I�L�I�W�\����������
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J�� �D�� �Z�L�G�H�� �U�D�Q�J�H��
�R�I�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �P�H�H�W�� �R�Q��
�W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�L�U�G���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K�� 
 
�7�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U���� �Z�H�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �W�K�H��
�%�R�W�K�Z�H�O�O�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�� �'�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D��������
�&�D�I�p���� �F�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H����������������������
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�R�Q�L�H�V�� �R�I��
�P�H�P�R�U�\�� �O�R�V�V���� �W�K�H�L�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �D�Q�G��
�F�D�U�H�U�V���� �:�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��������
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�F�L�D�O�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �/�D�Q�D�U�N��
�V�K�L�U�H�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���� �$�O�]�K�H�L�P�H�U�·�V����
�6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �3�O�D�\�O�L�V�W�� �I�R�U�� �/�L�I�H����
�W�K�H�� �&�D�I�p�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q��
�K�D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���&�H�Q�W�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H��
�V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�X�U�W�K�� �7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�V�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K�����7�K�L�V�����W�R�R�����L�V���R�S�H�Q���W�R��
�D�O�O�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �F�K�X�U�F�K��������������
�D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
 
�1�R�Z���� �W�K�H�� �*�U�R�X�S�� �L�V�� �N�H�H�Q�� �W�R������
�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�D�\�V�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�Z�H���� �D�V�� �D�� �F�K�X�U�F�K���� �F�D�Q�� �P�H�H�W�� �W�K�H��
�Q�H�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �$�V�� �D��
�I�L�U�V�W�� �V�W�H�S���� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �D�Q��
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���I�L�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���G�R�����G�D�\���E�\���G�D�\�����W�R���K�H�O�S��
�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �L�I�� �V�X�F�K�� �V�P�D�O�O��
�D�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H��������������������
�F�R- �R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U����������
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �P�D�\��
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�R�R�� 
 
�3�O�H�D�V�H���� �U�H�D�G�� �W�K�H�� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O����������
�,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �)�R�U�P�� �H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�L�V���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���� �,�I�� �\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H��
�W�R�� �K�H�O�S�� �X�V�� �K�H�O�S�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �Q�H�H�G����
�M�X�V�W�� �D�G�G�� �\�R�X�U�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �G�H�W�D�L�O�V��
�D�Q�G�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�� �W�R�� �X�V���� �<�R�X��
�Z�L�O�O�� �W�K�H�Q�� �E�H�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �D��
�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�D�V�W�R�U�D�O�� �&�D�U�H��
�J�U�R�X�S�� 
 
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���F�D�U�H���\�R�X���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���P�D�\���J�L�Y�H�� 

 

Local Historical Society  
petitions  

Scottish Parliament 
 
Bothwell Historical Society is      
petitioning the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to  
introduce legislation to prevent the 
future development of historic, 
listed battlefield sites. 
 

The Petition is now óliveô on the  
Parliamentôs website and will    
remain open for supporting        
signatures until 25 June 2018. 
 

Anyone wishing to give support via 
internet should click: 

www.parliament.scot/
GettingInvolved/Petitions/
battlefieldpreservation 


