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FROM  THE  MINISTER 
Some time ago, I read and obtained 
the following article written by my 
friend Colin McIntosh, formerly 
minister at Dunblane Cathedral. At 
the time, I was impressed and 
touched by its message. Now, its 
time to retrieve it from languishing 
in a file and return it to circulation. I 
hope you find it as thought-
provoking as I did. 
 

A poem by Pete Anderson called 
óResurrectingô é 
 

ñThis is a good time for me, 
Between snowdrop and daffodil; 
I would wish perhaps 
to spend eternity here 
on the threshold of thingsð
expectant. 
 
Nevertheless, even here, 
I grope for meaning (instead of 
simply being); 
Resurrection, salvation, redemption 
each suggest to me a process 
rather than a condition; 
an ebb and flow, 
a signpost rather than a destination. 
 
For now it is sufficient 
To have caught a glimpse 
Of that possibility. 
This time, 
Between snowdrop and daffodil, 
Encourages me to wait.ò 
 
óBetween snowdrop and daffodilô.     
Ponder that image. What does it  
suggest to you ?  The snowdrop is 
the first sign of winter coming to an 
end: the daffodil is the symbol of 
Spring. Itôs where we are now. The 
snowdrops outside my house are in 
full bloom: the daffodils are yet to 
appear. Spring is just round the   
corner, but isnôt here yet. And this 
time between snowdrop and daffodil 
is where we are ñon the thresholdð
expectantò. 

Between snowdrop and daffodil. 
That might mean different things to 
each of us, but I suspect most of us 
find that these in-between times can 
be difficult and frustrating—a time 
of waiting for something that hasnôt 
yet happened; a time of hoping and 
holding on; a time when often all we 
can do is endure and persevere. One 
of my teachers at university was  
Willie Barclay, professor of New 
Testament studies. He was a        
prodigious writer of books. He used 
to say that he could always get   
started writing a book and he always 
knew how he wanted to finish a book 
but, in between, there was neither 
excitement of beginning nor the  
satisfaction of finishing. There was 
just the weary plodding on and on. 

 
It can happen at work. Thereôs a 
freshness in starting, even an        
enthusiasm about taking on some-
thing new. And often, thereôs a sense 
of achievement in seeing a job well 
done or, just seeing it completed. But 
in-between is far from glamorous 
time.  Just routine work. 
 

This is the story of Lent. The time 
we are in now. 
 

Lent starts while the snowdrops are 
in bloom and ends with daffodils in 
flower. Itôs the time we remember 
the forty days and nights Jesus spent 
 
 

 
in the desert being tempted, or, rather 
being tested. Jesus was being tested 
to think through just what his life 
was to be all about; and what it might 
cost him. It was his in-between time, 
for it took  place just after his      
Baptism—just after he had heard a 
voice saying to him, ñYou are my 
beloved Sonò - and, now, he had to 
work out what that really meant. 
 

For Jesus, it was a time of testing, 
uncertainty, doubt and hunger. But it 
was also a time when he discovered 
himself, when he was able to clarify 
his own thoughts and vision, when he 
reached a new understanding of life. 
 

So, maybe, it suggests that when 
weôre waiting, searching, hoping, 
longing, struggling that we catch a 
glimpse of who we are and what life 
is for.  Maybe, in-between time is a 
good place to be because it means 
we, too, are on the threshold of 
something new and exciting. 
 

Religious faith isnôt about having 
everything revealed to us. Faith is 
rather about having caught a é.. 

 

       EASTER  SUNDAY  
APRIL  1ST. 
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From The Minister é. 
 
 

glimpse of that possibility. 
 
This time—the time between snowdrop 
and daffodil encourages me to wait and 
offers me enormous hope. 
 
Jim Gibson 

ôAllovusõ 
The end of the year brought some   
really enjoyable and entertaining times 
when, at our Christmas Party on Dec 7  
pupils from Hamilton College came to 
sing and play their instruments.     
Superb Christmas fayre was then 
served by Craig from our in-house 
Café washed down by a glass of wine 
and sherry. To complete our festivities 
on Dec 21st a hearty Christmas sing– 
song was led by Fred Harris on the 
piano. 
 

Following the new year break, our 
membership has grown even further—
just in time to enjoy a film day on Feb 
1st and, then, another great Burnôs 
Lunch on Feb 15th when pipes 
brought in the haggis, recitations were 
made and a wonderful day enjoyed by 
all. 
 

We all eagerly look forward to what 
promises to be a programme of really 
interesting activities—inclusing an 
outing to the Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
come Easter.  
 
Our meetings are OPEN to senior  
citizens in Bothwell, and beyond. A 
warm welcome is offered to all. 

 

  News from our Guild 
 

Friends in the congregation will know that recently                 
we have lost two of our members in death, Betty  
Forrester and Louise McLean.  We ask that you  
join us as we hold members of their family in our  
hearts. 
 

The current Guild session is well underway and we  
are delighted to have been able to welcome more  
new members to our fellowship.  This brings our membership up to over fifty. 
Long may this continue. 
 

In November, Rachel Newman from óProspectsô delivered a thought-provoking 
talk on the project All Friends Together.  This is one of the Guildôs chosen      
charities for this session. The purpose of the project is to help churches welcome 
people with learning difficulties, to include them in church life and to enable them 
to form friendships. We hope to provide this small yet worthwhile charity with 
much needed financial support. 
  
As we strive to reach out to make links with the wider community in our own con-
gregation—and beyond, we held an óOpen Meetingô for the second successive 
year. On this occasion, Graeme Reid, lead Project Manager on the £500million 
M8, M73 and M74 improvements project, gave a full and most   informative talk 
on this huge redevelopment which affected many of us over several years.       
Approximately 70 guests joined members for conversation, tea and homebaking. 
 

Guild members joined the congregation at worship on Novemeber 21 to mark 
National Guild Week. Ian Whyte, General Secretary, gave an address focused on 
the work of the Guild and the challenges facing all groups up and down the    
country.  We were pleased to host Sunday Coffee after the service in the main 
hall. 
 

November being ther month of Remembrance, our Minister recounted his tour of 
duty as an Army chaplain in 1999/2000 during the aftermath of the Bosnian war 
and provided an update from a further visit he paid to Bosnia in 2015 following an 
invitation to join a delegation from the Scottish Government. 
 

As last year, our Christmas celebration took the form of a party held in the church 
Centre. Craig and staff from our Café provided an excellent three course buffet; 
games were played and prizes won. A fitting start to the Festive season! 
 
Looking ahead—meetings planned: 
 
22.1.18 El Caminoða pilgrimage in words and pictures. 
 
05.2. 18 óValentines in styleô - with Jean, Sara and Carol Ann. 
 
19.2. 18 Scotsô Night. 
 
05.3.18 The Haiti Project 
 
19.3.18 óSpring Feverô - with Jim Carson & Friends. 
 
26.3.18 Holy Week Service 
 
09.4.18 Quire Restoration—Andrew McFarlane. 
 
22.4.18 AGM & End of Session Social. 
 
 

All our meetings are held in the church Centre and begin at 7.30pm. 
Come along and join the Guild! 

 

THANK YOU. 
 

Marilyn Jack thanks everyone for their 
cards and flowers following the recent 
death of Margaret Mitchell; and for all 
the support received while Margaret 
was resident in Croftbank Nursing 
Home. 
 
Thank you also for the many generous 
donations made to the Scottish Stroke 
Society in memory of Margaret. 

óRESURRECTIONô 
A play telling the story of the final week of Jesusô life 

 

SATURDAY 31 MARCH at 2.00pm 
Bottom Cross, Castle Street, Hamilton (Near ASDA) 
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Ever wished you had an opportunity to 
sit down and discuss what religious 
faith is actually all about ?  Christianity 
in particular ? 
 
Well, the opportunity is yours! 
 
Just tell Sandra, in the church office, 
and she will include you in our next 
óconversation groupô due to meet during 
May and June. 
 
Itôs so simple. 
 
No hassle.  No embarrassment. 
 
Go on!  Take the opportunity when you 
are offered. 
 
 

Statement of Purpose               

           
Bothwell Parish is a congregation of the Church of Scotland and is part of the 
worldwide family of people belonging to the Christian Faith, worshipping God 
through Jesus Christ.  In to the love of God for all, we seek to serve our           
community through worship, friendship, care and education; and to promote  
Christian  values of concern for others, forgiveness, healing and justice.   

 
 

 

CHURCH  REGISTER 
Baptisms: 
2017. 
November 26th: Sienna Hazel Scott, daughter of Luke and Rebecca Scott,   
   Old bothwell Road, Bothwell. 
   Derek James Bennet, son of Derek and Clare Bennet, 16 
   Holmbrae Road, Uddingston. 
   Chloe Grace Bennet, daughter of Derek and Clare Bennet, 
   16 Holmbrae Road, Uddingston. 
December  3rd: Roisin Kathleen Horton, daughter of Ronan and Lorna   
   Horton, 41 Woodlands Crescent, Bothwell. 
                 24th: Eleanor Ras, daughter of Werner and Colleen Ras, Paarl, 
   Winelands, South Africa. 
2018. 
February  25th: Struan French, son of Ross and Laura French, Blairston  
   Lodge, Blairston Avenue, Bothwell. 
 
Funerals:  The Minister invites the prayers of the congregation for the 
   family and friends of the following who recently received 
   Christian funeral: 
2017 
September  Mrs Vilma Gilchrist, 9 North Deanpark Ave, Bothwell. 
October  Mrs Elizabeth Findlay, 10 Clyde Avenue, Bothwell. 
   Gordon Murray Esq, 90 Old Station Court, Bothwell. 
November:  Ms Muriel Gordon, Highgate Nursing Home, formerly    
             1 Clydevale, Bothwell. 
   Mrs Eliz. Forrester, 41 St Brideôs Way, Bothwell. 
December:  Mrs Edith Braidwood, Croftbank Nursing Home formerly  
   Woodhead Gardens, Bothwell. 
2018 
January  Mrs Margaret Mitchell, Croftbank Nursing Home formerly  
                               6 Mill  Court, Bothwell. 
   Mrs Irene Begg, Croftbank Nursing Home formerly 44   
   Castle Court, Bothwell. 
   Alex Braidwood Esq, Croftbank Nursing Home formerly 
   Woodhead Gardens, Bothwell. 
February  Mrs Lesley (Kerr) Stevenson, 7 Hamilton View,              
   Uddingston. 
   Mrs Margaret Louden, Croftbank Nursing Home,            
   Uddingston. 
   Mrs Louise McLean, 29 Woodlands Crescent, Bothwell. 
 
New Members:  The Kirk Session offers a warm welcome to the following 
   recently admitted to membership of the Church at Bothwell: 
 

Mrs Etta Brien, 7 Croftbank Avenue, Bothwell. 
Mrs Margaret Saltwell, 49 Olifard Avenue, Bothwell. 
Alison Watt, (Address withheld). 

                 

The Guild presents é 
 
 
 
 

ôJim Carson & Friendsõ 
Monday, 19th March.  7.30pm. Tickets Ã5.00. 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
OF 

BOTHWELL PARISH 
CHURCH 

 

Since the Society was launched last 
autumn, membership has rapidly 
grown and, now, we are in a position 
to invite members to serve for a fixed 
period on the committee. A fixture of 
events will soon be agreed and     
published. Meantime, it is cause for        
delight that one of our church     
members, Professor Ross Lorimer 
CBE has agreed to be the Societyôs 
first Honorary President. 
 

The Society exists aid: 

¶ The preservation of the church 
building for posterity; 

¶ The adornment and furnishing 
of the building; 

¶ The safe-guarding of the 
amenity of the church and the 
beautifying of its surroundings 

¶ The promotion of the church 
as a centre of excellence for 
education, the arts and music 
as well as a place of worship. 

 

RHODA GALLOWAY wishes 
to convey her thanks to her many 
friends in the congregation for their 
many kindnesses shown during her 
recent stay in hospital. All of which 
was very much appreciated. 



  

 

 

Church Flowers  
 

   Crossing               War Memorial 
 

March: 
04th  B Sinclair      T Abercromby 
11th  I Gilmour      C-A Cahill 

 18th  J Smart      D-A Ardrey 
 25th  T Hogg      A Freeland 
 
 April: 
 01st  S Crichton      C Livingstone 
 08th  L Horn      I Parsons 
 15th  B McLean      M McWhinney 
 22nd  J Lee       M Brown 
 29th  E Parsons      E Brownlie 
 
 May: 
 06th  J Hart       A Walker 
 13th  N Robertson      J McPherson 
 20th  H Duddy      M McMurdo 
 27th  S Cook      M Greenshields 
 
 June: 
 03rd  M Longair      F Lorimer 
 10th  A Watt      M Wilson 
 17th  M McIntyre      D Cameron 
 24th  M Watt      A Thomson 
 
 July: 
 01st  H McWhinnie     J Henry 
 08th  M Dobie      E French 
 

Sunday Church Welcome Rota  
Officebearers should please report for duty at 9.45am.   

 

 

Sunday Crèche 
 

March: 
04th M Donnelly  J Provan 
11th J Robertson  J Craig 
18th P Maxwell  G Ormiston 
25th S Smith  E Easton 
 
April: 
01st E Easton  A Hepburn 
08th E Terrace  E French 
15th N Carson  J Robertson 
22nd E Barr   M Donnelly 
29th J Provan  J Craig 
 
May: 
06th P Maxwell  G Ormiston 
13th S Smith  L Parsons 
20th E Easton  A Hepburn 
27th E Terrace  E French 
 
June: 
03rd N Carson  J Robertson 
10th E Barr   M Donnelly 
17th J Provan  J Craig 
24th P Maxwell  G Ormiston 
 
July; 
tbc 

 

MARCH:         APRIL: 
04.   J Henry    D Hepburn    M Jack        D Lee  01. Easter Day Communion Arrangements 
08.   H Marsh   J Marsh         G Moore     B Moyes. 08. Dr Thomson G Whitton A Wilson E Barr 
18.   S Smith   J Provan        J Provan      R Parsons        15. J Carson  N Carson E Buttery S Cook 
25.   B Sharp   G Ormiston    E Sôville      E Terrace 22. D Craig  J Chrichton S Crichton J Cumming 
        29. J Dalziel  E Dempsey M Dobie H Duddy  

              
 
MAY:       JUNE: 
06. B Gillespie   K Hamilton   J Hart     S Gôshields 03. H Marsh  J Marsh B Moyes R Parsons 
13. Communion Arrangements    10. S Smith  J Provan J Provan B Sharp 
20. H Gilmour    J Gilmour    D Hepburn  I Henôson 17. G Ormiston E Sôville E Terrace Dr Thomson 
27. J Henry        M Jack        D Lee         G Moore 24. G Whitton A Wilson E Barr  E Buttery 
   

JULY:  01. J Carson    N Carson   S Cook   D Craig. 

Coffee Rota 
 

MARCH:     APRIL:      MAY: 
04 Parson & Wilson families  01 Mrs C Cahill      06 Mrs S Crichton 
11 Mrs E Buttery   08  Mrs E Dempsey               13 Parson family 

   18 Ormiston family   15 Mrs J Hamilton     20 Mrs N Carson  
   25 Mrs E Dempsey   22 Mrs A Thomson     27 Mrs E Buttery 
 
 
   JUNE:                                                                    JULY: 
   03 Ormiston family    01 Mrs J Hamilton 
   10 Mrs E Dempsey    08 Mrs A Thomson 
   17 Mrs C Cahill     15 Frews & Hepburns 
   24 Mrs J Craig     22  Mrs S Crichton 
          29 Mrs N Carson 
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Have Your Details  

Changed ?  
 
 

If you have moved house recently   
or  

know of any forthcoming changes,   
please  

let the church Office know  
either  

by   
telephoning 854903   

or  
sending an email  

to   
Bothwellparishoffice 

@btconnect.com  
 

 SUNDAY CLUBS 
 

Members of the Sunday Clubs meet in 
the church Centre at 10.15am so we 
can come into church together in time 
for the service. 
 

When we leave the church we go into 
our various sections (depending on 
numbers attending) and enjoy our 
dayôs various activities ranging from 
acting our a short drama, listening to a 
story, making a poster, colouring a 
picture or singing a song or two; while 
our teenagers do some serious     
thinking!  All in all, loads of fun for 
everyone (including adults). 

 
Warm welcome for new members. 

 
 

Members of the Royal School of 
Church Music (Scottish Voices)       
returned to Bothwell Church on     
Saturday Feb 17th to sing Evensong 
within the ancient Quire. Choristers 
travelled from throughout Scotland to 
take part in the dayôs activities which 
saw rehearsals begin mid-morning. 
Such is the purity of the acustic within 
the Quire that their musical director 
Frikki Walker, Director of Music at St 
Maryôs Episcopal Cathedral, Glasgow 
paid tribute to the quality of work done 
in the recent Restoration and asked if 
the choir could return for a further visit 
in the near future. 

 

Countless numbers of people take part in 
Earth Hour. Last year, 9 million in the UK 
alone. Including us at Bothwell Parish 
Church!   
People do a range of things to show their 
care for our planetôs future. Millions chose to 
go óLIGHTS OUTô for 60 minutes at 
8.30pm. as a symbolic show of their    soli-
darity for the planet. 
This year, why not join them ? 
Floodlighting of the church will be turned off 
at 8.30pm for sixty minutes again this year. 
Small actions can make a huge difference! 

 

 
APPOINTMENT 

OF 
ORGANST 
AND 

DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC 

 
 

The Kirk Session is delighted to announce the appointment of MR PETER         
SHEPHERD as our new Organist and Director of Music. 
 

Peter is a young man with huge musical talent, ability and knowledge. 
 

A former scholar at Worcester Cathedral School and (head) chorister in the 
cathedral choir, Peter was Organ Scholar at Merton College, Oxford from 2013
-16. During this time, he gave a number of radio broadcasts and CD releases. 
He graduated with Honours in Music from the University of Oxford in 2016. 
 

Peter became a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists (FRCO) at the early 
age of nineteen having previously been awarded the Associateship with prizes.  
He gained the Licenciateship from Royal School of Music (LRSM) with     
Distinction in piano. 
 

He has accompanied many vocal and instrumental soloists and choirs both 
within the UK and abroad. 
 

As well as playing organ and piano, Peter enjoys playing French horn. 
 

We look forward to getting to know Peter and hope he enjoys his time with us 
at Bothwell and gains satisfaction from strengthening our musical tradition. 
 
 
 
 
 

FAREWELL  FROM 
HANNA. 

 
Dec 3rd was my last Sunday as the 
Probationer Assistant at Bothwell. 
On that day, Mr Gibson presented 
me with a beautiful white stole. I 
was so delighted to receive that, 
thank you so much. You have been 
so kind and generous to me,      
always encouraging me over the 15 
months I was with you.  
 

Since then, I have been elected to 
be minister at Clarkston Parish 
Church Airdrie.  
 

It has been a curious experience 
that after 6 years of journeying 
through study, I have now reached 
the intended ógoalô. 
 

In ministry, we talk about being 
óCalledô. This is because it isnôt a 
ójobô but, rather, a óvocationô - a 
way of life characterised by      
service. 
 

I hope I can stay focussed on that 
path. Your continued prayers will 
be a great support to me. 
 
 

Hanna Rankine  
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,  
 

 

Minister          Revd J M Gibson              
    4 Manse Avenue 
    853189 
 

 

Session Clerk  David Craig 
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 
 

 

Treasurer   Jim Provan 
                         c/o Church Office 
    854903 
     

Gift  Aid   Donald Lee             
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 
 
 

Roll Keeper   Church Secretary 
    Church Office 
    854903 
 
  

Property          Ken Hamilton           
    c/o Church Office 
    854903 
                          
 

Organist & Director of Music 
    Peter Shepherd 
          (Please consult at church) 
 
 

Presbytery     Margaret Hutchison 
   c/o Church Office                   
   854903 
 

 

Cr¯che  Nan Carson               
              c/o Church Office 
   854903 
 
 

Sunday Clubs  (Pre-school  and  
Primary)  
                       The Minister 
                        Church Office 
   854903 
 
 

ACTs (Teens)  
   Rhona Armes-Martin 
   Church Office 
              854903 
 
  

BB Coy.  Robin McLean                   
             c/o Church Office 
   854903 
 
 

Allovus  Heather Duddy                 
   c/o Church Office 
                        854903 
 
The Guild      Doreen Gibson 
  4 Manse Avenue 
                       853189 
 

 

Church Centre Management 
  Margaret Dobie 
  c/o Church Office 
  854903 
 
Church Centre 
  854987.  
  
 

 
 Our Holy Week services this year will follow           
a similar format to last yearôs. Held in the 
Quire, each service begins at 7.00pm. 
 
Services will be held on each evening of Holy 
Week Monday to  Maundy Thursday. 
 
On Maundy Thursday however, the ancient 
service of Compline will be held before Holy 
Communion is celebrated. 
 

The general theme of each service will be óFOLLOWING JESUS TODAYô 
because the unending struggle for integrity and courage in the face of so much 
evil; humanity in the face of the horror human beings inflict upon each other, and 
the alternative way of justice and peace as antidotes to the curse of injustice and 
conflict, are the things our world still needs to hear and learn from. 
 
During Good Friday, we keep the Three-Hour Devotion.  The church will be open 
from 12 mid-day. People will be able to enter/leave whenever they may wish and 
stay for as short/long as they may wish. Within the church silence will be kept 
enabling those within to experience peace and quiet in the midst of lifeôs busyness 
At 3.00pm a short celebration of Holy Communion will be held. 
 

Everyone is most welcome to attend. 

 

Bothwell Parish Church launches 
its  

DEMENTIA CAF£   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dementia Caf®s offer a welcome and friendly place for people 
with Dementia, their partners, families and carers to meet up 
for a chat and a coffee. 
 

Our Caf® OPENS on THURSDAY 12 APRIL  
from 1.00 till 2.30pm. 

 
It will function thereafter on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of  

every month. 
 

Our volunteer staff have been trained by ALZHEIMER      
SCOTLAND in the care of Dementia sufferers. 
 

The Bothwell Caf® is also an officially registered  
ôPLAYLIST FOR LIFE hub. 

 
 

The Bothwell Dementia Caf®  
offers a warm welcome 

to 
ALL Dementia sufferers and their carers. 

 
 

 



7 

 

A Short History of Bothwell  
 

Continuing the instalments of the notes prepared by the late  
Rev. S. J. Hamilton, B.A., on the history of the parish. 
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Part 2 of 2 
 

The Reverend Gavin Hamilton,        
minister of Bothwell enjoyed an        
interesting and successful career. The 
second son of John Hamilton of       
Orbiston, who fell at Langside fighting 
for Queen Mary, he was born about 
1561 and educated at the university of 
St Andrews where he graduated Master 
of Arts in 1584. Six years later he    
became minister of the Second Charge, 
Hamilton. Translated to Bothwell in 
1594, he returned after a decade to his 
former parish where he ministered in 
the First Charge. Apparently one of the 
kingôs óled horsesô  he was appointed by 
James VI to the temporalities 
(properties and revenues) of the old 
bishopric of Galloway, with the priory 
of Whithorn and the abbeys of Glenluce 
and Dundrennan.  A year later, he    
became Dean of the Chapel Royal and 
óconstantô moderator of the presebytery 
of Kirkcudbright. The climax of his 
career  was reached in 1610 when, on 
the 21st October,  he was consecrated in 
London to the see of Galloway. It is 
interesting to note that, at this           
ceremony,  he was not re-ordained, 
Presbyterian ordination being then   
recognised by the Church of England. 
He died in February 1612. His wife was 
Alison, eldest daughter of James     
Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, who bore 
him five children, one of whom married 
John Campbell, bishop of Argyll. 
 

Like his predecessor at Bothwell, he 
was a man of some weight and standing 
in the ecclesiastical councils of the 
realm; and while still minister at Both-
well he had several important duties to 
perform outwith his parish. On 26th 
June 1595, he was appointed by the 
General Assembly to give information 
against such of the brethren as had 
ódilapidatedô their benefices in the 
bounds of Clydesdale, Renfrew, Lennox 
and Dumbarton and was one of the 
commissioners chosen by the Assembly 
for constituting an interim óplattô for the 
same bounds. By the Assemblies of 
1598, 1600 and 1601 he was empow-
ered, with others, to plant such kirks in 
burgh-towns as are destitute and on 16th 
May 1601 was appointed, with others, 
for trial of the brethren in the bounds of 

Irvine and Ayr. 
 

All that said, one point must be noted 
which does not seem to redound to his 
credit as far as the temporalities of the 
parish are concerned.  
 

The following particulars would make 
it obvious he had something to do 
with the alienation of the church lands 
and property at Bothwell. In 1604, 
with the consent of Sir Walter Scott 
of Branxholm , then patron of the 
parish,  he granted to his brother,  
John  Hamilton of Orbiston in fee-
farm and heritage: 
1 the whole of ten pound lands of 
Orbiston and the manor-place, with 
the houses, yards, orchards and     
fishings –along with the tithes of the 
same, 
2 the lands of Carnbrew, Unthank, 
Stevenson, Alderstoun, Carfin, Jervie-
stoun, Riccart-Johnstoun and Kirklee 
in the barony of Bothwell, 
3 the mill of Orbiston, 
4 the nether mill of Orbiston on the 
Calder, 
5 the church lands of Bothwell with 
the houses, gardens and pertinents 
reserving, however, to the provost and 
his successors , serving the cure of 
Bothwell, a reasonable glebe of four 
acres of the said church lands, with 
the mansion, gardens and other    
premises which were then occupied 
by the provost. 
 

As minister of Bothwell, Gavin Ham-
iltonôs stipend was óthe hail dewtie of 
the prowestrie of Bothwell £222, with 
the vicarage £6 13s 4dô (Scots) - a 
total of £19 1s 2d (Sterling).  At 
times, he seems to have been        
responsible for paying the stipend of 
the minister of Shotts. 


